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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 
Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh, 
 
Your Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, 
Your Highness Shaikha Muzah binti Nassir Al-Missnad, 
Distinguished Guests, Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
First, let us thank Allah SWT that by His will we are able to meet today in peace and 
brotherhood to enhance and strengthen our bilateral relations.Let me also take this 
opportunity to convey – on behalf of the Government and people of Indonesia – a warmth 
and sincere welcome to Your Highnesses and your distinguished delegation. 
 
I still have fond memories of the time we met three years ago when I visited Qatar in 
April 2006. Since then, there have been profound changes on the international landscape. 
Because of those changes, our two countries are intensifying cooperation to meet new 
challenges and, I hope, new opportunities. 
 
The most urgent that all countries face today is the global economic crisis that has led to 
a world economic slowdown. This is a challenge that both Qatar and Indonesia must cope 
with and overcome. This meeting therefore provides a timely opportunity for us to 
deliberate on how our two countries can cooperate to respond to the crisis and seize the 
opportunities that it might have brought about. 
 
I am also glad that your gracious visit to Indonesia takes place at a challenging time for 
our country. In the economic field, we are taking measures to respond to the global 
economic crisis in order to protect our people from its severe effects. We are stimulating 
a consumer-led national economic recovery while striving to contribute to the solution of 
the crisis at the global level. 
 
In the political field, we conducted general elections for members of Parliament early last 
month and now we are preparing ourselves for direct Presidential elections in early July. 
 
Thirty Eight political parties took part in the parliamentary elections, with nine of them 
passing the threshold to qualify for seats in Parliament. On July 8th, 2009 the next round 



of elections will be convened to elect the President and Vice President of Indonesia for a 
tenure of five years. 
 
And whatever those results will be, Indonesia will remain as it has always been—a true 
and steadfast friend of Qatar. We will continue to build on the accomplishments of our 
bilateral cooperation. 
 
And in this regard, I am thankful to Allah SWT that we have already signed agreements 
aimed at strengthening our cooperation in the political, economic and cultural fields. I am 
also pleased that we have a robust bilateral technical cooperation. 
 
Our consultations earlier today were constructive and fruitful, as they were carried out in 
the spirit of partnership and mutual accommodation. We discussed ways in which we 
could respond jointly to the challenges of the global economic crisis. We explored ways 
to deepen and expand our bilateral relations and diplomatic cooperation. We looked into 
the proposed establishment of a joint commission between our countries on economic and 
technical cooperation. 
 
Thus our respective Ministers were able to sign our Agreement on Economic and 
Technical Cooperation during this visit of Your Highness. 
 
We also took up ways to intensify our cooperation in economic development, 
investments and trade. 
 
I am therefore confident that our bilateral cooperation will grow in the months and years 
ahead. They have strong foundations. They are based not only on our mutual interests but 
also on common ideals we share in various multilateral forums. 
 
Let us continue to pray that Allah SWT bless the friendship of Qatar and Indonesia, and 
our efforts to achieve progress and prosperity and a better life for our peoples. 
 
I am also praying that Allah SWT guide and help as well as protect Your Highness so 
that you will succeed in leading Qatar in her very impressive march forward in the 21st 
century. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
May I now request everyone to raise and join me in a toast to the health and success of 
Your Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani and to the progress and prosperity of 
our two countries. 
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